English acﬁvaﬁon through drama




Situation

OYour school is planning to participate in the Hong Kong
School Drama Festival for the first time next year.

OYou deem it beneficial for your struggling learners (KS3) to
stage a drama performance in the morning assembly.

OYou are taking note of the criteria for script selection as
the logical first step.



In search of a script...
What makes a suitable drama scripte
Underline the critical words in connection with

script selection.



Script

Original/adaptations/naturalistic/stylized works are
acceptable; can be written by teachers, students
in the schools or collaboratively by members of
the team.

Scripts written by commissioned tutors to the
schools are not considered for awards
nomination.

Originality of the script (apply to original script)
Good consideration of the characteristics of
drama on adapting script (apply to adaptations
script)

The theme/topics are understandable by the
acting team.

Complete structure and coherent style of the
script.

Logic and coherence development of the script.
Proper roles description, tension and attraction.
Terse lines of plays and match up with the story.

Hong Kong School Drama Festival (FAQ29)
http://hksdf.nkas.edu.hk/pdf/1718fag-eng.pdf




le-task:

The script

Wh




e A

The Awful Billy Smiff

(Brian Jacques)
A drama script has reached y
from Dr Y ou-Know-Who.
Read the plot synopsis an

Scene 2.
O Does the scripf sa

criteria®
O How would you adapt the script with your

lowly 2C students in mind@

ou by snail mail

d the exiract of

tisfy the adjudication




Who is speaking to
whom?

‘And what's that toye
You're not supposed 1o

bring this to schooll’

‘Mind your own
business! You can't
even teachl!’
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Who is speaking o whom?

'‘Promise me to behave well In
class, and be my good students.’



Who is speaking to whom?

'‘Good morning everybody!
Today we are honoured

to have Mr Brown from the
Education Department to visit us.’




Who is speaking to whom?

' must say, compared to all
the other classes |I've seen In
schools, this iIs a wonderful
class! Thank you students!’



Who is speaking to whom?

'Yeah! Because Miss Crampton iIs such a
great feacher! She told us to prepare for all
these questions and she would give us
candies later!’
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You don't mess with Billy Smiff (Ah),
Billy Smiff (Yeah), Billy Smiff

Come on students don't be fools
Why we have to go 1o school

f schools got nothing fun to do
would rather break the rules

<)



Teachers, we are what you feach
You goftta practise what you preach
Hear my voice that's all | need

| don't want another speech

You don’'t mess with Billy Smiff (Ah),
Billy Smiff (Yeah), Billy Smiff



Come on students don't be fools
Why we have to go 1o school

If schools got nothing fun to do

| would rather break the rules

Teachers, we are what you feach
You gotta practise what you preach
Hear my voice that’s all | need

| don’t want another speech






In need of advice...

Miss Crampton: | did a course on
at college, and I've still got the lecture notes and
essays.

Mr Cunningham: Marvellous. But Billy Smiff is



In need of advice...

‘A little kindness goes a long way’ — Miss Crampton
— the beginning teacher — needs your help!

Discuss the questions (1-4) in connection with
teacher professional learning.




Discussion [Team A]

1. ‘lf schools got nothing fun to do // | would
rather break the rules’ — how might a teacher
allow ‘something fun to do’ without risking
discipline problemsz?



Discussion [Team B]

2. ‘Teachers, we are what you teach // You
gotia practise what you preach’ — what are
the attributes of an accomplished feacher of
English?

Teacher competency framework — teaching and learning domain (pp. 25-29)

http://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/teacher/qualification-training-
development/development/cpd-teachers/ACTEQ%20Document%202003%20-%20Eng.pdf



Discussion [Team C]

3. ‘Hear my voice that's all | need // | don’t
want another speech’ — what are learners’
diverse needs in Hong Kong schools?

Teacher competency framework — student development domain (pp. 30—-33)

http://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/teacher/qualification-training-
development/development/cpd-teachers/ACTEQ%20Document%202003%20-%20Eng.pdf



Discussion [other participants]

4. ‘| will be very firm with this Billy Smiff’ — if you
had unruly Billy in your English class, what
might be useful classroom management
strategies?



Sharing

5. ‘All along the ivory tower’ (Tinnok Ng) —
having journeyed between higher- and
lower-band schools, what do you make of
your career developmente

Choli, T. H. (2013). Autobiographical reflections for teacher professional
learning. Professional Development in Education, 39(5), 822-840.
doi:10.1080/19415257.2012.737355



Websites

Hong Kong School Drama Festival - FAQs
http://hksdf.nkas.edu.hk/pdf/1718fag-eng.pdf

Hong Kong School Drama Festival - Handbook
http://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/public-admin/related-bodies-schemes/edu-
schemes-fund/drama/handbook/content.niml

PIXAR IN A BOX - The art of storytelling

hitps://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/pixar/storytelling
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